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The 1dea for a trip to Detroits 36t
sttrxcf: Court, the Landlord-Tenant Di

. vision, was inspired by readmg the New .

York Times bestseller, “Ewcted” \

by Harvard seciologist and Professor Mat- &
thew Desmond, “Evicted” explores how the
loss of housing devastates famﬂles in our‘;

country. .
Professor Desmond makes the eas

adequate housing is perhaps a person’s
most vital need as the lack of a stable

place to call home makes it impossible for
people to sustain stable employment, focus

educational efforts, and maintain physical

and mental health. Anyone who visits De- e
troit’s 36th District Court witnesses ina ¢
very direct way the hardships 1mpused by v

ewctmnsm Detroit.

In one such case, a woman steps for—
ward as her case is called by the bailiff. As
she attempts to explain the reason for why
she did not pay her rent,; it does not escape
those in the courtroom that she is fright-
ened about being evicted from her home.
This is a daily occurrence in the court=
room.. The raw truth is not lost on anyone
in. the courtroom — the judge, the bailiff,

at

Yet we see at werk n the 36th Dlst:rmt i

COMMENTARY

] e TS were generally Iess
that thelr hause was go-

have alse chosen to assist these strug-
gling tenantsin addressmg their housmg
needs. .

The Pro Bono Month 2016 Fmal Report
of the State Bar of Mlchlgan states, “In
Michigan, pro bono involves both service
and money Making a donation to the ATJ
(Access to Justice Fund) is a way for-law-
yers who are not able to provide service to

chosen to make a difference and who ap-
preciate the lessons of “Evicted” are de-

“termined to help everyone have a place ;

to call home.

Gerard V. Mantese and Theresamarie
Mantese are attorneys ot Mantese
Horigman PC inTroy. “Byicted” won tha
2017 Pulitzer Prize for general nonfiction.




