Verdicts
A Wayne jury determined a hospital
was negligent for performing the wrong
surgery on a patient and awarded
$21 million; product liability,
no-fault, breach of contract and medical
rnalpractice also placed high among top
trials.

Judgments
A man who lost his ear, arm and leg in a
pit bull attack was awarded $100 million,
plus a bank must pay $72 million to
victims of a Ponzi-style loan scheme.

Arbitrations
Compuware's founder was awarded
$16.5 million for his claims of wrongful
termination and canceled stock options,
while a business owner claiming
oppression received $3.1 million.

Settlements
A $15.2 million deal settled breach of
fiduciary duty claims; other settlements
include auto negligence, wrongful death
and medical malpractice.

Class actions
Two claims of auto parts price-fixing
schemes result in settiements of
$116 million and $58 million, while
victims of a sewer backup secured
$7 million in addition to infrastructure
improvements.
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his section includes verdicts
and settlements of $1 million
or more obtained in a Michigan

court in 2015 that were reported to
Michigan Lawyers Weekly and verified
on or before Dec. 29, 2015.

We would like to thank the attor-
neys who submitted their reports to
MiLW throughout 2015. While many
of these reports were published in the
“Verdicts & Settlements” section of the
newspaper, others appear in this sec-
tion for the first time.

MiLW seeks to be as inclusive as
possible in reporting verdicts and setile-
ments from across the state. This an-
nual compilation includes case resuits
reported to us and verified by our edi-
tors. Please help us to be as complete as
possible and send your case results for
our weekly Verdicts & Settiements fea-
ture. They may be submitted online at
milawyersweekly.com/submit-verdicts.
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1 $16.5 Million

z
%

Compuware founder, ex-CEO
claimed wrongful termination

On May 11, 2015, Wayne County Cir-
cuit Court Judge Daniel P. Ryan con-
firmed an arbitration award by Gene J.
Esshaki ordering defendant C: are

Corp. to pay plaintiff Peter Karmanos Jr.
$16.5 million.

Karmanos, co-founder and longtime
CEO and chairman of Compuware, re-
tired in March 2013 and became a con-

Itant to the pany. Comp ter-

inated Ka ;
in September 2013
and cancelled mil-
lions of dollars in
vested stock op-
tions, purportedly
because Karmanos
made critical com-
ments about Com-
puware’s manage-
ment.

Karmanos sued
for breach of con-
tract, conversion
and unjust enrichment. Compuware vig-
orously defended the case, contending
that it had the right to ter Kar-

O'SHEA

3 Tofs

rdering dant to sell his en-
tire membership interest to plaintiff, effec-
tively returning sole control of the company
to plaintiff.

In addition, as damages, the arbitrator or-
dered defendant to reimk the
for $425,000 in attorneys’ fees he caused the
company to pay on his behalf.

Gerard V. Mantese, co-counsel for plaintiff,
Type of action: Member oppression under MCL
4504515, breach of fiduciary duty
Type of injuries: Loss of member interest vaie,
improper use of company funds
Name of case: (onfidential

Court/Case no./Date: Confidential; confides-
tial; Jan. 20, 2015

Tried before: Arbitration

Name of judge: Withheld

Name of arbitrator: Withheid
Arbitration award: Aquisition of member intesest
sothat plaintiffacquired 100 percent of the company (cal-
ued bythe expertin f$27 million) and damages

0f $425,000, totaling $3,125,000in benefits to plaintiff

defendant’s actions constituted “willfully un-
fair and oppressive” conduct, and that defen-
dant was therefore liable for member oppres-
sion under MCL 450.4515.

Most helpful expert: Thomas A. Frazee, (P4,
Sterling Heights
Attorneys for plaintiff: Gerard V. Mantese,
David Hansma, Kathryn R. Eisenstein

After further briefing and the

manos and cancel his vested stock op-
tions.

Following a two-week hearing, Esshaki
awarded Karmanos $16.5 million. Com-
puware moved to vacate the award, but
Ryan denied the motion, confirmed the
award and entered a $16.5 million judg-
ment against Compuware. Ryan ruled
that the parties had agreed in writing
that the arbitrator would issue an award
without findings of fact and law, and that
“in Michigan, it is well-settled law that
arbitration is intended as a substitute,
not a warmup for litigation.”

Kevin F. O'Shea, co-counsel for plain-
tiff, provided case information.

See related story, “Ka
million arbi ion award st
MiLW, May 25, 2015.

Type of action: Breach of contract/wrongful

termination, conversion, unjust enrichment
Name of case: Karmanos v. ompuware Corp.

Court/Case no./Date: Wayne County Circuit
Court; 2013-014776-CK; May 11, 2015

Tried before: Arbitration, judge

Name of judge: Hon. Daniel P. Ryan

Name of arbitrator: Gene J. Esshaki
Arbitration award: $16.5 million
Attorneys for plaintiff: £. Powell Miller, Kevin
F. O'Shea, Devon P. Allard, Mariell R. McLatcher
Attorneys for defendant: Samuel C.
Damren, Andrew J. Kolozsvary

’ $16.5

ds”

oppressed by 40% member

Plaintiff, who owned 60 percent of a
thriving business, turned over day-to-day

d plaintiff the remedy he

ar

Attorney(s) for defendant: Withheld

MICHIGAN
3
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Shareholder, member
oppression case nets recovery

Plaintiff was a
shareholder or
member of several
related companies.
Plaintiff brought
actions against the
control group al-
leging shareholder
and member op-
pression, breach of
fiduciary duty and
other claims.

Pursuant to ex-
tensive negotia-
tions, mediations,
discovery, motion
practice and a ne-
gotiated  buy-out
of plaintiff’s own-
ership interests
in the companies,
plaintiff received
proceeda of $15.2

plaintiff, provided

case information.

Type of action: Shareholder and member
oppression, breach of fiduciary duty

Type of injuries: Loss of stock value,
interference with ownership interests

Name of case: (onfidential
Court/Case no./Date: (onfidential;
confidential; April 27, 2015

Name of judge: Withheld
Settlement amount: $15.2 million
Attorneys for plaintiff: Gerard V. Mantese,
Brian M. Saxe

JackM. Beam
Attorney(s) for defendant: Withheld

# $11.9 Million

Truck dl.'iver went twice the
speed limit, hit, kilied three

In a truck driver negligence claim field
in Wayne County Circuit Court, a semi-
truck driver was traveling 60 miles an
hour in a 30 mph traffic zone and ignored
a red light. He then tried to swerve to
avoid g traffic. His reckless driv-
ing caused his trailer to turn over onto
the car driven by plaintiffs’ decedent.

The semi’s trailer, which weighed more
than 39,000 pounds; trapped, crushed
and suffocated the driver and her two
passengers. A surveillance video from a
nearby gas station caught the entire acci-
dent on camera. It shows the driver run-
ning the red light, and the semi’s trailer
flipping over on top of the car. The pas-
sengers died a slow, agonizing death due
to asphyxiation.

The case settled for $11.9 million short-
ly after the depositions of plaintiffs’ ex-
perts were taken.

Geoffrey N. Fieger, counsel for plain-

Man, wife severely injured
in semi-truck collision

This case involved a semi-truck/min-
ivan collision that resulted in a severe
traumatic brain injury to a 76-year-old
retired steel worker and numerous sig-
nificant, but less serious, injuries to his
wife of 56 years.

The parties
agreed to partici-
pate in a voluntary
mediation with
a  well-respected,
nationally known
mediator. After
two mediation ses-
sions, the second
of which lasted ap-
proximately sixteen
hours, the parties
were  successfully WALDMAN
able to settle the
claims.

At mediation, the defense did not con-
test liability. The focus of the mediation
sessions involved the nature and extent
of plaintiffs’ injuries, causation, and dam-

State trooper accused of gross
negligence in fatal Fint putsult

On July 3, 2014 at approximately 4
p-m., Precious Cochran, driver and own-
er of a 2006 Chevy HHR, was traveling
east on Pierson Road in Flint, about two
blocks from front-seat passenger Jac-
queline Nichols’s home. The back-seat
passenger was Rabbie Cochran, Precious
Cochran’s daughter.

Meanwhile, defendant Timotk in,
a state trooper, was driving his patrol car
with his father, Timathy Fagin Sr., as the
passenger on & “ride along:® While west-
bound on East Stewart Avenue, Fagin
spotted a driver not wearing his seathelt
and activated his lghts. The driver fled,
making a right turn to head northbound
on North Street (a one-way street), and
Fagin began his pureuit. During the pur-
suit, Fagin reached 54 mph in the 3¢ mph
zowe.

As Cochran neared the intersection of
East Pierson and Nocth Street, she saw
the traffic signal was a fashing yellow
for Pierson traffic and a flashing red for
North street traffic. The driver fleeing

ages. Most significant were issues relat- ﬁ.m F: e ved
tiffs, provxdedcase information. ing to is and life agin Bpf;;m! e sh:s::
Type of action: Truck driver negligence Plaintifis’ counsel said that the keys the vehicle going through the intersec-
Type of injuries: Death of three people (mother 19 f'he LEaOHItiON oF t:l:dclam ere me: h‘in then continued to proceed into the
and two adult children) re ding d Tudi a‘pz"ofes- After traveling past several stop signs
Name of case: Confidential sionally d video that i da

Court/Case no./Date: Wayne County Circuit
Court; confidential; Sept. 2, 2015

Name of judge: Hon. John A- Murphy
Settlement amount: $11.9 million

Case evaluation: $13.5 million

documentary of plaintiffs’ lives prior to
the collision and day-in-the-life footage

without slowing and without his xun-_ns
d, Fagin d the i
and hit Cochran's HHR. The force of the

Insurance carrier(s): Withheld
Attorney for plaintiff: Geoffrey N. Feger
Attorney(s) for defendant: Withheld

Attorney(s) for defendant: Withheld

'fj; $12 Million

Birth mjury by trauma,
hypoxia-ischemia settles

Plaintiffs filed suit on claims of birth
injury caused by a combination of trauma

8 $9.5 Million

s
g

19-year-old died from
injuries in house explosion

This was a wrongful death case where
the 19-year-old plaintiff was severely
burned and injured in a house explo-
sion. After fighting for his life for several

taken after the collision. ¥ impact caused the HHR to be tossed onto
Bryan J. Waldman, co-counsel for plain- i cide through the interseetion and anto
tiff, provided case information. private property.
Type of action: Semi truck/automobile collision ing the aecid Nichals and
Type of injuries: Traumatic brain injary, multiple Rabbie Cm:hran were fransported via
ambulance to Hurley Medical Center
fadalfractures, 4 vtebral fracture, b racture Upon arrival, Nichols was receiving CPR
(plaintiff male); bifateral thigh hematomas, tears of via compression device. After several at-
medial and lateral meniscits of left knee requiring tempts were made to revive her, she was
arthroscopic surgery, three fractured ribs, avulsion pmm_nmced fram
fracture of ightande, dosed-head injury, muitiple ~ multiple blunt focee
fractured teeth and broken deatal hridge, netve “‘: : o
damagein left thigh, traumatic fipora of left thigh, unresponsive and
depression, lass of consortium (plaintiff female) on a ventilator with
Name of case: Confidential ;bag valve mask.
Court/Case no./Date: (onfidential; revealed a neck in-
confidentiak; April 27, 2015 jury — a displaced
Name of judge: Withheld type 3 fracture of

Settiement amount: $8 million

Most helpful expert: Dr. Robert K. Kreitsch,

frachnnhnepass

A perlaa et manths, he passed away, physical medicine and ehabiltation, Grand Rapids xﬂ“““gb bt ey
The matter settled for $12 million The matter settled for $9.5 million. Insurance carrier(s): Withheld thmugh the left ueuml By
Geoffrey N. Fieger, co-counsel for plain- Geoffrey N. Fieger, co-counsel for plain- P s S

tiff, provided case information. tiff, provided case information. Attorneys for plaintiff: Bryan . Waldma, tures, a right upper lung contusion, a

Type of action: Medical malpractice, birth Type of action: Wrongful death Mark C. Harper right thorax and a grade-ane liv-

trauma Name of case: Confidential Attorney(s) for defendant: Withheld er laceration. As a result of a neck frac-

i , fe i

Type of injuries: Braininjury Court/Case no./Date: Confidentia; B T e

Name of case: (onfidential confidential; Oct. 11, 2015

Court/Case no./Date: Confidential; Name of judge: Withheld S 3 i

confidential une 26,2015 Settlamiane smoME 55 ik Submit your Verdict & Settlements information through our enline form ot

Name of judge: Withheld i carrier(s): Withheld a k‘

Setlae h e A T e e milawyersweekly.com

Insurance carrier(s): Withheld James ). Harrington IV

Attorneys for plaintiff: Geoffrey N. Fieger,

Attorney(s) for defendant: Withheld

or send us an email:
douglas.levy@mi.lawyersweekly.com
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cellular phone and
when he looked
back up, he had
crossed the center
line, and struck the
vehicle containing
Doe. Crash data
retrieval informa-
tion revealed that
Doe was travelling
45 mph and the de-
fendant was trav-
elling 65 mph in a
55 mph zone.
Plaintiff’s dece-
dent was born in
1991 in Michigan.
She had graduated
from high school
in 2010, where she
enjoyed sports and
volunteering and
was a cheerleader.
She had enrolled at

Ex-insurance agency co-owner
sought contingent commissions

tiff alleged was
retaliation. WADL
disputed plaintiff’s
unemployment |
until the COBRA |
window (to elect |

college and was set MARGOLIS

to begin its nurging

program in Septem- 3

ber 2014. She eventuall ted to b key (e
the parent company

a physician’s assistant. The plaintiff left
behind her parents, stepparents, her pater-
nal and maternal grandparents, two sisters

and established a pattern of evidence sup-
porhngthep!amﬁﬂ"smkerpxetxtmnoftbe

eSS

was seriously injured. The dispute wa:
with regard to the future esonomic im
pact of plaintiff's injuries. From the per

injuries and futare physical limitations
replacement insur- ing the medical evid
ance) closed. to a future wage loss analysis, was the
Vella was unable key to the resolntion of the ezse.
to afford insurance Bryan J. Waldman, co-counsel for plain
and suffered se- tiffs, provided case mform:mn.
vem complications, PRESCOTT Type of action: & il flisi
ly  dying = Z =
mid-litigation. An Type of jiies
expert testified that prompt treatment of  icludi mdm@tm sfnzand
the hlnddercancerthathlled Vellahas a  radits; fractuces of e feft radiies, uina, and Ind meta-
90 percent cure rate. ; fracture of the rigiit ip and ri ic ramas;
'I‘hecssewnspleadedasanERISAand :'a::mnfﬁvzﬂmmhwm o
ADA discrimination and retaliati
with pendent claims under the Pemns Mame of case: Jolinson . Sciapaseyes
With Disabilities Civil Rights Act and  Court/Case no./Date: Eaton County Grait
various state common law theories in- Court; 1-30-K6 Jan. 21, 2015
cluding fraud, silent misrep ion Z
and unjust enrichment. Name of judge: Hon. Janice K. Gunningham
After Vella's death, a lengthy dispute  yame of mediator: Pauia ) Mandectnd
evolved over substitution of his sister as -
successor plaintiff and addition of Vella’s  Settlement amount: $1.26 millios

daughter on a theory of loss of consor-
tium

Days before a federal trial was schedulsd
to commence, the case settled for $1.3 mil-

e the defend <
and many friends. Ton.

A lawsuit was filed in the Washtenaw setﬂedpxwrhaﬁnalhe;nng.[ée&fmdama Sarah S. Prescott, counsel for plaintiff,
County Circuit Court, which included :gmil ; b?;,“"'"”?;?ﬁ“ l”‘““‘ e i e e
g;.;;;neévhgeﬂns b Getondent c‘g‘““’mﬁ So;counsel for plamtift ans:"rne:hﬁf’:vfaﬁrﬁ%:.m iton
had a base liability policy of $250,000 and P* X of action: . disabi
a $1 milion umbrella policy Defendants TYPe of action:Srschofntrac brachof VP Of action: Eploment diablty
attorney allowed di: ding de- fidudiary duty, tortious interference Tyvs of Tmjaiian: it o =
fendant‘sassemandmmmesothatdefen— ‘pe of injuries: Last wages, lost beaefits, pain
dant’s collectability could be ascertained, "‘““"""“‘“““'“‘,“"',_A“sw,“‘“”,“’”""“ and suffering,death
Plamhﬂ"s counsel hu-ed theu- own pnvate s tov =
mv e 5 as.  Payments Name of case: Vellav. Adelt Broadeasting Carp.

Name of case: Confidental Court/Case no./Date: US. District Court,

Defendant pleaded gullty to op s - tastern District of Michigan; 13-CV-10061; Oct. &, 2015
while intoxicated causing death, 5o defen. Court/Case no./Date: (onfidential; confidential: Tedbefore s
dant was unable to contest the neglij Sept.1,2015
count. There was no cor'nparaﬁve negli- Name of judge: Withheld Name of judge: Hon. Judith E. Levy
g‘*":fvel:'he' s DooididbnotihavelBer S o eaans amount: iitialpymentof 400000  Settlement amount: $13 million
seatbelt on.

Investigation revealed that tt was  Plusperentage of arbitration award, totaling $132million ~ Most helpful expert: Dr. Dudley S. Banoff,
no way to establish that the golf course Most helpful experts: MichaelS, Hale sk urafogy, Los Angeles
employees had provided aleohol directly to management, Northille; ustin L Cherfoli, valuationand  Attorney for plaintiffz Sarah S. Prescott
dﬁ‘f::t a;::ny e, Insw:d‘u:e aleohol  ¢uoqfing, Southfild Attorneys for defendant: William J.

g o purchased by 3 > 3
of the country club who was golfing with  Attomeys for plaintiff: Gerard V. Mantese, lan McHenry, John C. Cashen, Paul J. Christensen, Thomas
the defendant and others. M. Williamson Van Dusen, Michael A. Schwartz

Defendant’s insurance agency was ter- Attorney(s) for defendant: Withheid

ted b of the d He was

sentenced to two to 15 years in prison. The
case was settled with carrier State Farm
paying its $1.25 million limits, defendant
Roe paying $90,000 personally and the golf
club paying $5,000.

Michael J. Garris, co-counsel for plaintiff,
provided case information.
Type of action: Third-party wrongful death
Type of injuries: Death
Name of case: Doev. Roe
Court/Case no./Date: Washtenaw County
Circuit Coust; confidential; Feb. 11, 2015
Tried before (jury, judge, facilitation,
mediation or arbitration):

Name of judge: Hon. David S. Swartz
Settlement amount: $1,345,000
Insurance carrier: State Farm

Attorneys for plaintiff: Michael J. Garris,
Laurence H. Margolis

Att y(s) for defend

Withheld

8 S1.3 Million

Sales exec fired after asking
about dropped benefits

Plaintiff’s decedent Robert Vella
worked for WADL Channel 39 as an ac-
count executive in sales. He received
health insurance, which was renewed
during open enrollment days before suf-
fering a heart attack. He later learned he
had bladder cancer as well.

Plaintifi alleged that WADL owner
Kevin Adell ordered Vella to be recate-
gorized as an exempt independent con-
tractor without benefits so that Vella’s
insurance was cancelled whi]e he was in
the hospital. When Vella d d this,

.26 Million

Motorcyclist suffered significant
orthopedic injuries; case settled

This case involved a clear lisbili-
ty claim in which a minor failed to see
plaintiff on his motorcycle and made a
left turn directly
into his path. The
crash caused sig-
nificant orthopedic
injuries to plaintiff, =
who was a skilled |
tradesman, in out-
standing physical
shape and highly
motivated to re-
turn to work.

Def admit-

he made a written complaint and was

terminated mi later, which plain-

ted Hability and
agreed plaintiff
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Tried before: Arbitration
Name of arbitrator: Withheld
Settlement amount: $1.25 million

Attorneys for plaintiff: Randall ). Gillary,
Kevin P. Albus

froze plaintiffs out of the management of
a family busi —
ing the plaintiffs from accessing the com-
pany’s books and records.

Plaintiffs alleged, among other things,
that they were oppressed by the majori-
ty sharehold denied any share of cor-

Attorney(s) for defendant: Withheld

$1.2 Million

Attendant care, home
modifications at issue

This was a highly complex case involy-
ing home modifications from a 2007 auto-
mobile accident. Plaintiff was a 12-year-old
pedestrian who ran across Interstate 75
and was struck by a car. He was 18% years
old when counsel was retained.

3dod

porate profits and
excluded from the
management of
the company. The
plaintiffs  sought
a buyout of their
ownership inter-
ests at fair value.
The defendants
denied that they
were  oppressing
plaintiffs, instead
claiming that the
business  lacked
the assets to fund

The $1.2 million settlement i
$250,000 for the outright purchase of a
new home without
a reversionary in-
terest, as well as
an agreement as
to attendant care
and agency care.
The $100,000 policy
limits for the driver
were tendered upon
demand based on
excess wage loss
and a pure compar-
ative-fault analysis.
The settlement also
included voluntari-
ly paid attorney fees.

Litigation was intense and involved
multiple full-day facilitations with the

of “large amount of free intraperitoneal
air as well as abdominal ascites” Defen-
dant doctors testified that free intraper-
itoneal air as well as abdominal ascites
was a sign of an anastomotic leak.

Plaintiff continued to deteriorate. On
March 2 defendants doctors failed to or-
der any additional diagnostic studies to
rule-in/rule-out an anastomotic leak;
failed to diagnose the leak; and failed
to perform surgery to stop the leak and
SIRS.

On March 3, plaintiff’s signs and symp-
toms of an anastomotic leak and sepsis
continued. At 1:45 a.m., colon and rectal
services noted: HR 124-150; RR 22-34;
“will discuss with the team for evaluation
for anastomotic leak in am.”

At 11:39 am., defendant doctor or-
dered a gastrografic enema to rule-in/
rule-out a leak; the study stated “Given
review of the patient’s CT scan from yes-

A 37-year-old went to his family dectnz
with history of rectal bleeding for at least
one year on multiple occasions. There
were istent di. of hemorrhaids
and diverticulosis. No ol Py Was or:
dered. By the time another dactor orderec
a colonoscopy the cancer had become very
advanced and a cure was impossible.

Plaintiff contended that the standarc
of care required
a oolonoscopy at
each presentment
and it was more

any kind of buyout of the plaintiffs’ inter- terday, which images the upper abdomen, likely than not
est. f.hedegmeoffmeﬂmdandfreemrap that the ecancer

After ext motion practice and pears more than exp was hle had
then settlement discussions, the parties a CT scan of the abdomen and pelvis for it been treated by
negotiated a confidential $1.2 million set- further evaluation and quantification of an oneologist in 2
tlement. the degree of free air and free fiuid. This timely manner. i

Alexander E. Blum, co-counsel for may be better evaluated for subtle anas- Defendant  ar-
plaintiffs, provided case information. tomotic leak. ...” gued that the can-
Type of action: Sharefwlder oppression, breach On the evening of March 3, plaintifil cer wasnot curable
of fiduciary duty was finally taken to the operative room even af the initial

by defend but was already in septic presentment, and

Type of injuries: Shareholding and other shock. farther eontended that the family docto
ownership lnterests, lost profits Plaintiff never recovered and ined lied with the standard of care.

% in a state of perpetual sepsis for the re- Themeseﬂledﬁwﬁ!_lmﬂﬁnn. 3
pin e AR inder of her life., As the direct and =
Court/Case no./Date: Confidential; prmnmate cause of plamtlﬁ"s detayed William S. Stem, osunsel for p!amhﬂ
confidential; Dec. 3, 2015 and treatment of the sty ided case informati
Name of judge: Withield ::ncLleak, she developed sepsuc:H fistu- Typeofamomuaﬁmﬂmbm

3 acute resp y distress T rme e e et oo
Settlement amount: $1.2million drome, arrest, strokes, seizures and 1yPeof inj

Attomeys for plaintiff: Gerard V. Mantese,
Mantese, Al der E. Blum

Michigan Catastrophic Claims Associati

which, over the course of several months,
was ordered by the court to be present.

Heather J. Atnip, counsel for plaintiff,
provided case information.

Attorney(s) for defendant: Withheld

ultimately her death. Plaintiff was a
38-year-old mother of three at the time of
her death.

Defendants claimed that they timely
evaluated plaintiff for possibly anasto-
motic leak when it became clinically ev-
ident on the forth post ive day and

qancer
Name of case: fuludos v. United States of Amvesiaa
Court/Case no.fDate: US. bistrict (ourt,
Eastesn District of Michigan; 13-14845; Yeb. 4, 2015
Name of judge: Honfohn Corbett ('Meara

lated ttloment: : the performed prompt surgical repair. De- Name of mediator: Richard A. Soble
Nesv:e e f:rmr;mhicallyﬁ- $1,125,000 felzfnanés méu:; cmthat G S y———ep—
i i intiff suffered multi iphicati :
J;‘j:;‘f‘“’::’:mmézx;‘:;’: ::: i”b:naﬁs it Fout e ton ralatadt o ooy et Setlement smomwt STToilios
= First- - e =t Sane k
i < the defect had been identified/repaired 24
home modification Patient died after delayed s Saticar Wi Tty AN e i D acal Ounises: 550“3-"“9
Type of injuries: Severe brain injury intestinal leak diagnosis the poor outcome, Biost heipful G’P’!’. ts: Or. Michael Bennatt,
e R On Feb. 27, 2009, plaintiff ¢ The case settled for $1,125,000. gymecology, Grand Rapids; Or. Paul Goldfard, oncnlagy,
lame of case: v. American Casualty Co. open toal abd p ; m““"e"“‘t‘h Brian J. McKeen, counsel for plaintiff, SanDiego; 0. Carof Westbrook, hematoiagy and
Court/Case no./Date: Wayne County Circuit £0/open SR e o eeony, “;:)o_ provided case information. onafagy, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania
Court; 13-011513-NI: March 26, 2015 rs. On March 1, Plainfiff demonatrated Type of action: Medial malpractie, wongful - aa
Name of judge: Hon. Kathieen Macdonald sxgns and sy of an anast death Willams. Stem
Rt of eSS fntestinall leak; she was tachyeardic o Ay
= with d d urine output. Errtey drome, arrest, strokes, Aztorney for defendant: Andrew ). liswnse
Settlement amount: $1.2 million On March 2, the rapid response team dea!h
Case evaluation: $380,000 was called at 4:37 a.m. because of plain- seizures, e
tiff’s tachyeardia (heart rate of 143) Name of case: Confidential ; s
Special damages: Attomey fees voluntarifypaid  and low urine output; this was the first Court/Case no./Date: Goatdental " o
of three times the rapid response team 3 £ l m
Insurance carrler'-. Ameican Casualty would be called for plaintift. confidentiaf; Oct. 13,2015 § 2
Attorney for plaintiff: Heather J. Atnip Plaintiff had the signs and symptoms  Name of judge: Withheld -
Attorney(s) for defendant: Withheld of an anastomotic leak and e Auto suppliers dash
7 1 (SIRS) Settlement amount: $1,125,000 SEAS
flammatian resp LIvTes patent infringement
- respi- Case evaluation: $1.5 million ovex
ratory mte, w whxte blood cell count, Defendants/counter-plaintific  Takat:
decreased urine output, abdominal pain Insurance carrier(s}: Withheld A G. and TK Holdings Inc. wed p!mxmﬁ
and shortness of breath. Attorney for plaintiff: Brian J. Mceea ter-defend: LEE.
Defendant doctors testified that based o endant: AnthonyJ. Paradiso  Electronics in 2009 in Delsware. Boti
on plaintiff’s signs and symp on A Syiorcet i parties are automative suppliars.

Mlnonty shareholders obtain
settlement for breach, oppression

Plaintiffs filed suit for shareholder/
member oppression and breach of fiducia-
ry duty. They contended that defendant

March 2, the two most serious and life
threatening possibilities within the dif-
farontinl 4o Eai st

p v

embolism (PE) and an anastomotic leak.
At 11:32 a.m. defendant doctor order
a chest CT to rule out PE. The chest CT
ruled out PE, with the additional findings

IEE explained from the start that it di
not infringe an patents for “capacitive” ac
cupant sensors, which use an electric fial
to detect the type of oocupant sitting o
& vehicle seat, but Takata did not agre
to drop its claims. The case moved t
federal court Detroit in 2010, when IE}
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Class Actions

2015 MILLION DOLLAR VERDICTS & SETTLEMENTS

Feds investigated alleged auto

piracies in the ket for aut:

tive parts since at least February 2011.
In addition, the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation has participated in raids and ex-
ecuted search warrants in some of defen-

dants’ offices.
'I‘he following sett:lemenls entered into
various d d and the end

i i payor plaintiffs’ class have been pre-
BT DU con piacy liminarily approved by the US. District
Thi8 caseinvolues Anall v piracy Court:
among some of the automotive industry’s L3 846 740000 settlement by thschx
largest facturers and liers of A e Ltd. rel

automotive parts. Plaintiffs’ counsel rep-
resents consumers

d to the
follnwmg parts: air flow meters, fuel in-

who purchased or
leased a new ve-
hicle that includ-
ed one or more of
the parts at issue
(the “End Payor
Class”).

Plaintiffs allege
that  defendants
agreed, during
meetings and con-
versations, to sell
certain automotive
parts at noncom-
petitive prices to
automobile man-
ufacturers in the
U.S. and elsewhere.

The U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice
and the Japanese
Fair Trade Com-
mission, among
other international
law enforcement
bodies, had been
investigating these

provided case information. The settlements are part of the ongoing
Type of action: (onsalidated dammunass In re Automotive Parts Antitrust Litiga
bt Mgl xm?z:med to all.:ged e
parts suppliers alleging causes af action for viofation of bid-rigzing on 29 difersnt witd
Section 1 of the Sherman Act, State Anfitrust Statutes 5 ggofg ive parts R e
and Consumer Protection Statutes ers have been named as defendants The
. B U.S.Depammmtnf.!mﬁcehxsmﬂed!hz
Type of injuries: Finandal A s <
Name of case: Inre Autamative Pusts Antitrust the Iargest in US. history.
Litigation Alexander E. Blum, cocounsel for au

tomabile dealership plaintiffs, providec
ease information.
Type of action: Violatians of Section T of the:

Court/Case no./Date: US. District Court, East-
ern District of Michigan; 12-MD-02311; Sept. 2¢, 2615

jection alternators, electronic Name of judge: Hon. Matianne 0. Battani Sherman Act andseveral state anfitsustand consumer
throttle bodies, ignition coils, inverters,
e A ey Settlement amount: $116,394,006 protection statutes
ing control devices. Attorneys for plaintiff: £ Powell Milles, Name of case: lnre Autonative Parts Antitrast

e $17,100,000 settlement by Panase- DevonP. Allard, Mariell R. Mclatcher, Steven Williaows,  Litigation
uic Corp. and Panasonic Corp. of North Holis Salzman, Marc Seltzer (representing indirect Court/Case no./Date: US. District Court, East-
America related to the following parts:  plintifs, end payorsionsumers) ern Distictof Michigan, B-MD-62311; Nov. 19, 2075
HID ballasts, steering angle and
PR Attorney(s) for defendant: Withheld Name of judges Hon. Marianne 0. Battan

® $7,410,000 settlement by TRAD Co.
Ltd. and TRAD North America Inc. relat-
ed to the following parts: ATF warmers
and radiators.

The following settlements are pending
preliminary approval by the U.S. District
Court:

* $38 million settlement by Sumito-
mo Electric Industries Ltd., Sumitomo
Wiring Systems Ltd., Sumitomo Electric
Wiring Syst Inc. and Sumi Wir-

Settiement amount: $58million:

Attorneys for plaintiff: Gerard V. Mantese,
Alexander E Blum, Jonathar Cuneo, Don Barrett,
Shawn Raiter

Attorney(s} for defendant: Withheld

Auto dealershlps reach settlement
in supplier price-fixing case

ing Systems Inc. rel to the followi

US. District Court Judge Marianne

parts: heater control panels and wire har-
nesses.

© $7,144,000 settlement by Fujikura
and Fujikura Automotive America LLC
related to wire harnesses.

Devon P. Allard, co-counsel for the in-
direct plaintiffs (end payors/consumers),

O. i appr

S Py o

easior bile deslership plamtifés
and ive parts f

alleged to have engaged in price-fixing
and bid-rigging on numerous automotive
parts. The settlements approved in 2015
total more than $58 million.

Livonia homeownerssought
damages from sewage backup
On May 25, 2011, hundreds of homes it
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